Anita Ratnam 
classical and contemporary dancer and choreographer

Anita Ratnam is best described as an intersectionist – an artiste whose work weaves through the many disciplines of dance, theatre, feminist issues and resistance. A Phd in Women’s Studies from the Unversity of Madras, India, Ratnam is seriously engaged with the imaging of Indian and Asian women in the prism of performance.  
With award winning work in the field of Television in the USA throughout the 1980s when she produced and hosted her own weekly television series on India in New York, Ratnam describes herself as a “contemporary classicist” whose solo work re-imagines notion of what is sacred and secular from within the framework of her life and experience. 
Ratnam’s many solo and group choreographies have been of a collaborative nature. Working with theatre directors ( Dipankar Mukherjee, Pangea World Theatre, Minneapolis),  Richard Armstrong (New York University), visual artistes, (photographer Cylla Von Tiedemann, Toronto) and Asma Menon (painter, Chennai) costume and visual designer Rex (Toronto) and Sandhya Raman, (New Delhi), writers Joy Harjo ( Albuquerque) and Shobita Punja ( New Delhi) and choreographers Hari Krishnan (Indance, Toronto) and Mark Taylor (Dance Alloy Pittsburgh).  
This interdisciplinary method of working with many artistes has given Ratnam’s productions a new edge in her performative structures challenged the role and space for mature women as performing artistes in a global world fuelled by youth and celebrity. Her ability to connect through storytelling, musical theatre and gesture to a wide variety of audiences has enabled international assignments and diverse spaces like Queen Elizabeth Hall in London and the Peabody Essex Museum in Massachusetts.  
Anita Ratnam also visits academic environments like Wesleyan Unversity, Mount Holyoke College, University of California, Irvine and Riverside, Middlebury College and Rice University, Texas where she interacts with students of religion, mythology, dance and theatre. Ratnam is awaiting the conferment of her Phd degree in Women's Studies, having completed her dissertation and defence at Mother Teresa University, Chennai.
Anita Ratnam is a widely sought speaker on women’s issues relating to South Asia and has been widely honoured and repeatedly awarded for furthering the profile of Indian contemporary dance around the world.
 
Anita Ratnam divides her time between her home in Chennai, India and her frequent visits to the US.  She is the single mother of two creative children, daughter Arya, a writer and Shriman, a cinematographer in Los Angeles.
Anita Ratnam is also an arts entrepreneur, having co-founded THE OTHER FESTIVAL, (1998 to 2007) India's first annual international festival for contemporary dance and theatre as well as the pathbreaking web portal www.narthaki.com. the largest virtual space for Indian dance. Narthaki.com was founded by Ratnam in 2000 and attracts thousands of hits monthly on the vibrant world of India's dances. With its wide ranging articles, reviews, editorials and dance history columns, the award winning website now boasts the bylines of famous dance critics and legendary dance divas. Ratnam contributes a weekly column on Arts and Society for the National daily NEW INDIAN EXPRESS.  
